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RUBJECT: OBASANJO INTERVIEWED ON TELEVISION 
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SUMMARY: NIGERIAN CHIEF OF STAFF OBASANJO IN TELEVISION 
INTERVIEW OCTOBER 6 PEREORMED CREDIT ALLY FIELDING QUESTIONS 
FROM PANEL OE THREE REPORTERS. HE DEFENDED MASS RETIREMENTS 
IN CIVIL SERVICE AND TIMETABLE EOR RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE, 

GAVE ASSURANCES THAT LARGE MAJORITY OF CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
WILL BE ELECTED AND DECLARED THAT PRESENT MILITARY ADMINIS- 
TRATION WILL NOT IMPOSE ITS VIEWS 
ON ASSEMBLY OR ON RECENTLY- 

NAMED CONSTITUTION DRAETING COMMITTEE. HE REPEATED FMGS 
INVITIATION TO DRAFTERS DEVISE NON- PARTY SYSTEM IF POSSIBLE 
AND CAME OUT RATHER BLUNTLY AGAINST SYSTEM WITH INSTITUTION- 
ALIZED OPPOSITION. OBASANJO ALSO ATTEMPTED ALLAY FEARS THAT 
DEMOBILIZATION OF ARMED FORCES WOULD CAUSE UNEMPLOYMENT OR 
AFEECT NIGERIAN MILITARY CAPABILITIES. OTHER SUBJECTS 
MENTIONED INCLUDED OJUKWU, CENSUS, STATE OF EMERGENCY. 
OBASANJO DISPLAYED FORTHRIGHTNESS AND 
ABILITY THINK QUICKLY 

IN INEORMAL SETTING. WILLINGNESS TO PERMIT TELEVISED GIVE- 
AND-TAKE WOULD SEEM EVIDENCE OF FMG'S CONFIDENCE IN EFFICANCY 
FAIRNESS AND SALEABILITY OF ITS PROGRAM. END SUMMARY. 
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1. IN VIDEOTAPED INTERVIEW OCTOBER 26 WITH THREE TELEVISION 
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REPORTERS (ALIYU HAYATU OE RADIO/TELEVISION KADUNA; JERRY 
OKORO OE ENUGU "DAILY STAR" - EORMER "RENAISSANCE"; AND 
A HAJI SAKA EAGBO, CONTROLLER OE NEWS EOR NBC/TV LAGOS) 

CHIEF OF STAFE SUPREME HEADQUARTERS, BRIG. OLUSEGUN OBASANJO 
AGAIN DEMONSTRATED THAT HE IS CAPABLE SPOKESMAN FOR SMC 
IN SESSIONS WITH PRESS. BUILDING ON EXPERIENCEE OE WELL- 

REVEIVED AUGUST 22 PRESS CONEERENCE (REETEL APLN OBASANJO 
PROVED THAT HE IS EEFECTIVE TELEVISION PERFORMER, CONEIDENT 
IN HIMSELF AND IN HIS GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAM. 

2. ASKED TO ASSESS EMG'S RECORD IN TACKLING MAJOR ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS, OBASANJO PRAISED EMG'S EFEORTS END PORT CONGESTION, 
SAYING PUBLIC SHOULD REALIZE THAT NUMBER OE SHIPS WAITING 
BERTH IS NOT BEST MEASURE OE SUCCESS. QUANTITY OF CARGO 
DISCHARGED, GOING EROM LESS THAN TWO THOUSAND TONS CEMENT A 
DAY TO "WELL OVER TEN THOUSAND TONS A DAY TODAY" IS "GREAT 
MEASURE OF SUCCESS." HE CITED GREATER AVAILABILITY OE CEMENT 
IN COUNTRY AS INDICATION OF SUCCESS IN FIGHT AGAINST INFLATION, 
CLAIMED ALSO THAT MILK IS NOW AVAILABLE "IN WHATEVER QUANTITY 
YOU WANT AND AT REASONABLE PRICE." 

3. CONCERNING SMC'S PROMISE CONSIDER DEMOBILIZATION OF ARMED 
EORCES, OBASANJO SAID OETEN-ENVISAGED SOCIAL AND HUMAN 
PROBLEMS WOULD NOT ARISE IE EXERCISE WAS PLANNED AND PHASED. 

HE EMPHASIZED THAT WORTHY SOLDIERS AND OEFICERS WOULD NOT 
RPT NOT BE DISCHARGED INTO UNEMPLOYMENT. ASKED IE DEMOBI- 
LIZATION WOULD WEAKEN NIGERIAN STRIKING EORCE, IMPORTANT 
"IN VIEW OF THE STRONG ECONOMIC POTENTIALITIES OE NIGERIA 
TODAY, ' OBASANJO DISAGREED, SAYING THAT "WHAT MAKES A CREDIBLE 
STRIKING EORCE IS NOT THE BODIES YOU 

HAVE ALONE," BUT "THE 

RIGHT TYPE OE EORCE BLENDED WITH THE RIGHT TYPE OE WEAPON AND 
ADEQUATE COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPORT." ASKED IF PURGE PUBLIC 
SERVICE WOULD EXTEND TO ARMED FORCES, OBASANJO REPLIED THAT 
PERSONNEL CHANGES WERE TAKING PLACE, AND VOLUNTEERED EURTHER 
THAT HE BELIEVES CLEANUP IS GOING ON IN UNIVERSITIES AS WELL 

"THROUGH THEIR OWN INSTITUTIONS. THE INTENTION IS THAT THIS 
EXERCISESHOULDGO THROUGH THE ENTIRE PUBLIC LIEE OE OUR 
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NATION. " ON WHY DISMIRSALS FROM ARMED EORCES HAD NOT RECEIVED 
MORE PUBLICITY, OBASANJO WAEELED, SAYING DISCHARGES WERE 
"CONTINUING EXERCISE" AND "I REALLY DON'T KNOW WHAT PURPOSE 
(PUBLICITY) WOULDSERVE ". 

4. STILL CONCERNED WITH MARR SACKINGS, FAGBO SAID "IMPRESSION 
IS GAINIOG GROUND" THAT "DIRMISSALS, REMOVAL, RETIREMENT AND 
SO ON " ARE' MAIN NATIONAL PREOCCUPATION OE THE ADMINISTRATION." 
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OBASANJO RESPONDED THAT THIS WAS NOT PREOCCUPATION, MADE 
ANALOGY WITH BUILDING A HOUSE: "YOU HAVE TO DIG YOUR FOUNDATION 
TO COME TO ROCK BOTTOM . . . YOU THEN START BUILDING. AND 
WE ARE JUST ABOUT GETTING TO ROCK BOTTOM . . (COMMENT: 

THIS SEEMS A DOUBTFUL ANALOGY. OBASANJO FAILED TO ADDRESS 
THE DISRUPTION CREATED BY ALL THE "GETTING TO ROCK BOTTOM ") 

5. TURNING TO FMG'S RECENTLY-STATED POLICY OP FREE RETURN 
FOR EXILES (GARBA'S PRESS CONFERENCE, OCTOBER 19-LAGOS 10292) 
HAYATU ASKED IP IT APPLIES TO FORMER REBEL LEADER OJUKWU. 

OBASANJO ANSWERED THAT NO TNE HAD SAND IT DIDN'T, BUT CAUTIONED 
THAT RETURNEES WHO HAVE COMMITTED CRIMES WILL HAVE TO ACCOUNT 
FOR THEM. 

6. ON CENSUS, OBASANJO SAID, "SOME DAY WE WILL HAVE ANOTHER 
CENSUS, BUT IT IS NOT ON THE PROGRAMME OF THIS ADMINISTRATION." 

7. HAYATU 

THEN TURNED TO TIMETABLE OP RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE, 

CITING "QUITE A NUMBER OP PEOPLE" AS PEELING THAT FOUR YEARS 
IS TOO LONG, ASKING IF THERE IS ANY POSSIBILITY OF CONTRACTING 
PERIOD "OR PERHAPS OP AT LEAST INTRODUCING POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 
EARLIER THAN OCTOBER 1978." OBASANJO BEGAN BY REPLYING, " NOT 
REALLY MMM" HE ARGUED 
THERE NO WAY TELESCOPE ONE YEAR 

PERIOD NEEDED FOR NEW STATES TO "SETTLE DOWN . . . UNLESS, 

OF COURSE (STUDY COMMISSION) COMES UP WITH A RECOMMENDATION 
THAT NO STATE SHOULD BE CREATED." OBASANJO SEEMED THINK 
THIS A REMOTE, THEORETICAL POSSIBILITY. "IF . . . THE SUPREME 
MILITARY COUNCIL ACCEPTS THAT, THEN WE PROBALLY WILL BE 
SAVING SOME TIME, "HE ADIMTTED, BUT HE SEEMED CONVINCED NO 
SUCH RECOMMENDATION WOULD BE MADE. AS DISCUSSION OP TELESCOPING 
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1979 TIMETABLE CONTINUED, 

OBASANJO SEEMED TALK HIMSELF OUT 

OF HIS ORIGIANL ANSWER. HE ADMITTED THAT IF CONSTITUTENT 
ASSEMBLY ABLE PINISH IN LESS THAN YEAR ALLOTED, THEN "THERE 
IS NO POINT IN HANGING ON AND WAITING TILL OCTOBER, 1978 " BEFORE 
LIFTING BAN ON POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. HAVING MADE THIS 
CONCESSION, OBASANJO TRIED PRETEND THIS NO INNOVATION 10 FMG 
POLICY: " THE DATES THAT HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED ARE THE OUTSIDE 
FOR EVERY ITEM IN THAT PROGRAMME. IP THINGS MOVE SMOOTHLY 
AND PAST, THERE ARE PROBABLY AREAS WHERE TIME CAN BE REDUCES ." 
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8. FAGBO THEN ASKED FOR CLARIFICATION OF PLAN FOR CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY BE PARTLY ELECTED AND PARTLY NOMINATED. OBASANJO 
WNET TO SOME LENGTHS EXPLAIN FMG'S POSITION. NOMINEES WOULD 
BE ADDED ONLY TO CORRECT OMISSIONS OE INTERESTS THAT MIGHT 
OTHERWISE BE UNREPRESENTED. 'T KNOW THAT FEARS HAVE BEEN 
EXPRESSED THAT THIS MAY BE A WAY FOR ... THIS ADMINISTRATION 
BRINGING THEIR OWN PEOPLE INTO THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. I CAN 
ASSURE YOU THAT THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS NO INTENTION OF 
BRINGING PEOPLE OF THEIR OWN CHOICE. MAJORITY, AND I MEAN 
LARGE MAJORITY ... WILL BE ELECTED AND IT WILL BE FREE 
ELECTION, CARRIED OUT BY THE PEOPLE." 

9. HAYATU THEN VOICED SKEPTICISM ABOUT FMG'S PLANS FOR 
RECENTLY-APPOINTED CONSTITUTION DRAFTING COMMITTEE: "THE... 

IDEA MAY EMERGE THAT... THE ADMINISTRATION HAS MADE UP ITS 
MIND ON A CONSTITUTION AND.. .(THE DRAFTERS) ARE HAND- 
PICKED PERSON...(WHO) WILL GO ALONG AND RUBBER-STAMP 
WHATEVER IS BROUGHT UP. IS THERE ANY WAY TO ALLAY THESE 
FEARS?" OBASANJO ANSWERED, "I...ASSURE YOU...THAT 

IT IS NOT THE INTENTION OF THIS ADMINISTRATION TO WRITE A 
CONSTITUTION AND THROW IT DOWN THE THROAT OF THE NATION." 

HE SEEMED INDICATE, HOWEVER, THAT DRAFTING COMMITTEE'S WORK 
MUST "SATISFY IN GENERAL TERMS WHAT WE (SMC) REGARD AS 
NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE EXISTENCE OF THIS COUNTRY AS A STRONG, 
VIABLE AND HAPPY COUNTRY." (COMMENT: THIS ESCAPE CLAUSE CAN HARDLY 
HAVE GONE UNNOTICED.) 
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10. THE DISCUSSION THEN TURNED TO HOW CONSTITUTION SHOULD 
TREAT POLITICAL PARTIES AND OPPOSITIONS. REFERRING TO HEAD 
OF STATE MUHAMMED'S SPEECH TO DRAFTING COMMITTEE (REF B), 

FAGBO ASKED, "CAN THERE BE A SYSTEM WHERE THERE WILL BE NO 
POLITICAL PARTIES?" OBARANJO ANSWERED, "WE DON'T KNOW. 

THAT IS WHY WE ASK THEM TO CONSIDER IT..." HE PROPOSED 
FURTHER THAT WHATEVER SYSTEM WAS DEVELOPED SHOULD BEAR IN 
MIND NIGERIAN TRADITION AND CULTURE: "WE HAD A SYSTEM WHICH 
ALLOWS CONSENSUS IN ONE FORM OR THE OTHER," A SYSTEM WHERE 
"THE LEADER...CAO BE TOLD BY HIS ALVISERS THA HE HAD GONE 
WRONG AND HE MUST GO; AND HE WOULD GO.. .WE HAD ASYSTEM 

BY WHICH OPPOSITION IS NOT SILENCED BUT IS CONTAINED SOMEHOW 
WITHIN THE SYSTEM.. .(T)HE SYSTEM THAT ALLOWS INSTITUTION- 
ALISED OPPOSITION IS PROBABLY NOT THE RIGHT SYSTEM 
FOR US. IN MOST NIGERIAN LANGUAGES, THERE IS REALLY NO WORD 
AS SUCH FOR LOYAL OPPOSITION AS THE BRITISH HAVE IT. THE 
WORD FOR OPPOSITION IS THE SAOE AS THE WORD FOR ENEMY." 

1 1 . RETURNING ONCE MORE TO CORRUPTION ISSUE, HAYATU ASKED 

IF, IN ADDITION TO CONFISCATION OF ILLEGITIMATE ASSETS (PROMISED 
IN MUHAMMED'S OCTOBER 1 SPEECH-LAGOS 9682) "IS GOVERNMENT 
REALLY CONTEMPLATING ANY OTHER DISCIPLINARY ACTION...?" 
OBASANJO REPLIED THAT HE WOULDN'T "RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY 
OF THE LAW BEING ALLOWED TO TAKE ITS NORMAL PROCESS." 

12. THE LAST QUESTION BEFORE INTERVIEW ENDED: WAS FMG 
"THINKING OF ABROGAING THE STATE OF EMERGENCY WITHIN THE 
NEXT FEW MONTHS"? OBASANIO'S ANSWER: "IT HAS BEEN PLACED 

ON THE PROGRAMME AND IT WILL BE GIVEN THE ATTENTION IT DESERVES 
WHEN THE TIME COMES." 

13. COMMENT: SUSPICIONS ABOUT FMG'S INTENTIONS IN PROGRAM 
FOR RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE ARE ENDEMIC BUT STILL MANAGEABLE. 
THEY CAN PROBABLY STILL BE ALLAYED BY SHOW OF GOOD WILL. 
OBASANJO WAS CONVINCING AND APPEARED BE SERIOUS. IN SPITE 

OF PHRASES THAT SOME MAY SEE AS CATCH 22, OBASANJO TRIED HIS 
UTMOST TO SHOW FMG HAS NOTHING UP ITS SLEEVE. IN PROCESS 
HE MAY HAVE MADE INADVERTENT CONCESSION TO ADVOCATES OF 
QUICKER RETURN TO POLITICAL ACTIVITY. 

14. THIS REGIME HAS A NUMBER OF INCHOATE IDEAS ABOUT EFFICACY 
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AND RELEVANCE OF TRADITIONAL AFRICAN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
STRUCTURES IN BUILDING MODERN NIGERIA. FORM THESE IDEAS 
TAKE AS CONSTITUTION DRAFTING COMMITTEE BEGINS ITS WORK 
COULD HAVE TREMENDOUS INFLUEN E ON NIGERIAN DOMESTIC AND 
EVEN FOREIGN POLICY. STATEMENT ABOUT INSTITUTIONALIZED 
OPPOSITION"PROBABLY" NOT BEING "RIGHT SYSTEM FOR US " IS 
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PORTENTOUS EXAMPLE. 
END COMMENT. 
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